"Canon" came from the Greek word kanon that means "measuring stick", by extension "rule", "standard". In sacred literature "canon" contains a list or collection of books recognized as authoritative, in Judaism and Christianity they are regarded as inspired by God and can be used for worship and mission activity 1 . Analyzing the formation of the biblical canon it is necessary to focus on the origin, process of recognition and final fixing of the sacred literature.
The Hebrew Bible
In the Jewish community Scribes (Hebrew Soferim) played the supreme norm of faith and life and had been received the divine authority status The beginning of the "canonicity" of Scripture's books is just observed in the Bible. The following quotes clearly indicate the presence of canonical awareness in both the Old and the New Testament: "You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you" (Deut 4:2); "Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it" (Deut 12:32); "Stand in the court of the Lord's house, and speak to all the cities of Judah, which come to worship in the Lord's house, all the words that I command you to speak to them. Do not diminish a Word" (Jer 26:2); "Do not add to His words, lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar" (Prov 30:6); "I know that whatever God does, it shall be forever. Nothing can be added to it, and nothing taken from it. God does it, that men should fear before Him" (Eccl 3:14); "the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation -as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures" (2 Pet 3: 15-16); "Then he said to me, "These words are faithful and true." And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place. "Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book" (Rev 22, (6) (7) ; "For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book" (Rev 22, (18) (19) which contain the records of all the past times: which are justly believed to be divine. And of them five belong to Moses: which contain his laws, and the traditions of the origin of mankind, till his death. This interval of time was little short of three thousand years. But as to the time from the death of Moses, till the reign of Artaxerxes, King of Persia, who reigned after Xerxes, the Prophets, who were after Moses, wrote down what was done in their times, in thirteen books. The remaining four books contain hymns to God; and precepts for the conduct of human life. 'Tis true, our history hath been written since Artaxerxes very particularly; but hath not been esteemed of the like authority with the former by our forefathers; because there hath not been an exact succession of Prophets since that time. And how firmly we have given credit to these books of our own nation, is evident by what we do. For during so many ages as have already passed, no one has been so bold, as either to add any thing to them; to take any thing from them; or to make any change in them. But it is become natural to all Jews, immediately, and from their very birth, to esteem these books to contain divine doctrines; and to persist in them: and, if occasion be, willingly to die for them. For 'tis no new thing for our captives, many of them in number, and frequently in time, to be seen to endure wracks, and deaths of all kinds, upon the theatres; that they may not be obliged to say one word against our laws, and the records that contain them. Whereas there are none at all among the Greeks who would undergo the least harm on that account: no nor in case all the writings that are among them were to be destroyed. For they take them to be such discourses as are framed agreeably to the inclinations of those that write them. And they have justly the same opinion of the elder writers: since they see some of the present generation bold enough to write about such affairs, wherein they were not present; nor had concern enough to inform themselves about them from those that knew them. Examples of which may be had in this late war of ours: where some persons have written histories, and published them, without having been in the places concerned; or having been near them when the actions were done: but these men put a few things together, by hearsay; and insolently abuse the world; and call these writings by the name of Histories". Flavius Josephus of the Antiquity of the Jews, Against Apion, 1.8. . The assembly at Jamnia that took place in 90 C.E. was an important, but not final step in the determining of the Hebrew Bible, where Jewish scholars from Palestine were discussing about surviving of Judaism and cult after the temple had been destroyed. There were numerous meetings of the main rabbis of Palestine, but their aim was not to establish the list of the canonical books. They needed for precise indication of normative books for the Jewish community searching a new basis for their identity 9 .
Pentateuch or the Five Books of Moses
In the discussion about canonicity of the Hebrew Bible the following criteria were important: authoritative books had to be conformed to Torah and other already normative writings (conformity); written by prophets inspired by God (inspiration) and only in Hebrew, because Greek texts were assumed as corrupted by Hellenistic influence (Hebrew language); finally had to be generally accepted, focusing on God's dealing with Jewish people (widespread use) 10 . There are many opinions when the Hebrew canon was eventually formed. Some put this date as early as II in. BC, others move this period even in the second or third century of our era. The unique solution where the Hebrew canon was totally established hasn't been decided definitely until nowadays 11 .
The Canon of the Christian Bible
It was naturally for Christianity that grew up from Judaism to recognize Hebrew Scriptures as authoritative. When the Law and the Prophets were widely accepted, the issue of the Writings wasn't closed definitely. After Paul brought the Gospel to Gentiles, the Greek texts 
In the meantime Christian texts also began to be used in worship and received the Scripture's status as before Hebrew books had done 13 . Some materials that later became a part of the New Testament were known orally, especially regarding to the Gospels, teachings of Jesus and stories about him. The awareness to record texts of Jesus' witnesses before their death, lack of end time and necessity to interpret the present and future life, facing different problems in the churches, increased number of converts contributed to the formation of written documents of the New Testament 14 . The letters of Paul which appeared from 50 C.E., were the first written texts of the New Testament. Among them it's important to distinguish those books, which from the beginning had been attributed to his authorship: 1 Thessalonians, Romans, 1-2 Corinthians, Philippians, Philemon, Galatians. In front of differences in setting, lexis, style and theology, 2 Thessalonians, Colossians, 1-2 Timothy, Titus, Ephesians were regarded as deutero-Pauline letters, probably not written by him, even if they shared his main ideas 15 . When Paul considered Jewish Greek scriptures as authoritative, after his death Christians began to 12 Cf. ibid., 9, 105, 108-109; cf. Beasley, op. cit., 57-58. Cf. McDonald, op. cit., 781. use his letters in their daily life. By the fourth century, 13 or 14 (with Hebrews) letters of Paul were regarded as canonical 16 . The Gospel of Mark, written about 70 C.E., was followed by Matthew (85-90 C.E.), Luke (85-90 C.E.) and John (90-100 C.E.). Lack of centralized political power and of temple archive caused various interpretations of Jesus life and teaching at the beginning of Christianity. By the time of the apologist Justin Martyr and his pupil Tatian, a fore-hold gospel was already sufficiently approved and used against heresies 17 . The Hebrews before attributed to Paul, probably was written by an anonymous author from the I century. The Revelation came from John, a church leader in Asia Minor, in the last decade of the first century. To the catholic letters, named because of their universal character, belong 1-2-3 John, Jude, 1-2 Peter. 2 Peter probably was the last book of the New Testament, had been written by 125-130 C.E. James, 1-2 Peter, 1-3 John, Jude appeared already in II-III century collections, but were not widely accepted as authoritative writings until the IV century. Eastern Christians couldn't accept the Revelation by the fifth century. The book of Hebrews was accepted in the East, but rejected in the West 18 . There were also other books from the end of the I to the end of the II century, as 1-2 Clement, the Epistle of Barnabas, the Didache, the Shepherd of Hermas, the Gospel of Peter, The Apocalypse of Peter, the Gospel of Thomas, the Acts of Paul, which had received by some communities the status of sacred Scripture, but finally they didn't belong to the developed canonical list 19 . Marcion, a Christian from the II century, trying to form a New Testament canon, distinguished God of the Old Testament from God of the New Testament. His proposal of Canon contained only a shorter nonorthodox version of Gospel of Luke and the 10 letters of Paul (Galatians, 1-2 Corinthians, Romans, 1-2 Thessalonians, Colossians, Philippians, Philemon, Laodeceans, which biblical scholars usually interprete as Ephesians into Latin, nowadays known as the Vulgate 26 , that means "common" version because of its use in the Church for many hundred years. As Greek-speaking Churches preferred the Septuagint, Western Churches were faithful to Vulgate 27 . According to Jerome writings present in the Greek Septuagint, but not in the Hebrew Bible, are secondary or apocryphal. To Pseudepigraha belong noncanonical and nondeuterocanonical Jewish and Christian writings between 650 B.C.E. and 800 C.E. The main themes they speak about are evil, end of the world, Messiah, angels, resurrection. Different group of books (the Gospel of Thomas, the Acts of Andrew, the Protevangelium of James etc.) from the second until ninth century creates the Apocryphal New Testament. Most of them are infantile, with sensational miracles or stories, offering alternative insights 
Summary
The Canon hasn't been constant, but historically varied. It was an unconscious process, even in Jesus time Jews and later Christians were not interested in a closed collection of sacred writings. It appeared in response to some need of the community. As canonization is a process which can be understood only from historical perspective, it was necessary to see how biblical canon had been shaped over the centuries, beginning with the Hebrew Bible, to study later the process of formation of the Old and New Testament canon in the Christian Bible. Various approach to biblical authorship and different historical processes led to the fact, that nowadays we can distinguish at least three canons of the Holy Bible.
The most important differences concern the Old Testament. Protestant Churches include in the canon all 39 books that belong to the Hebrew Bible. The Roman Catholic Church recognize 46 Old Testament books and the Orthodox Church following the text of the Septuagint (LXX) 50 books. These differences are related to deuterocanonical books, called by Protestant Churches Apocrypha. All Christians agree with the same number of 27 books in the New Testament. However, it is a different arrangement of books in the Roman Catholic and 40 Cf. Beasley, op. cit., 13, 58-59; cf. Holgate, op. cit., 31. Bibliography:
